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INTRODUCTION 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Throughout recorded history, animals, plants, and fungus—
what we call pests—have killed more humankind than all 
known natural disasters and wars combined. Originating some-
where in China, fleas carried by rats spread the bubonic plague 
disease killing untold millions of Chinese people.  Transmitted 
into Central Asia and onward into European countries in 1348 
by a single rat-infested ship, the plague killed over half of their 
populations as far away as present-day England.  It was our first 
recorded worldwide pandemic.   
 Insidious disease is not the only tragedy pests created.  
Overt insect attacks on crops as told in the Bible created devas-
tating famines, starving young and old, healthy and sick alike.  It 
is a wonder we survived pest attacks at all. 
 Pests affected political landscapes as well.  In the mid-1800s 
a simple fungi changed the world’s demography permanently 
when a blight disease decimated Irish crops forcing over a mil-
lion people to flee, prompting their diaspora worldwide, and 
especially influencing America.   
 The French government abandoned the great Panama Canal 
construction project because yellow fever (cause unknown at the 
time) cost too many lives.  After assuming the doomed project, 
Americans faced the same fate until the vector (any organism 
carrying a disease, but not necessarily affected by it) identified as 
mosquito became the target of mass counter measures.  Modern 
vector control technology arose from this historic discovery—
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today, most local governments conduct mosquito and rat control 
services on public lands based on that work.   
 Are these horrific pest attacks restricted to Biblical and 
medical history?  Has our modern society developed enough to 
shelve these past horrors into annals?  Unfortunately, the battle 
continues even to this day.  Animal vectors spread dengue fever, 
malaria, and numerous other diseases, killing millions of inno-
cent victims annually.  Between 1896 and 1911, seven million 
deaths resulted from flea-borne bubonic plague in India alone, 
with random outbreaks reported as recently as 2009 in China.   
 Noxious weed pests take away our arable land, destroy beau-
tiful landscapes, and poison our livestock.  Various species of 
fungi (dry rot) destroy our wooden structures; the total re-
placement costs to date are immeasurable. 
 Insect-related famines starve people to death in Africa.  
Newsreel images of bloated, starving children jab visceral pain 
into the very fabric of our humanity.  Exacerbating the plight of 
these poor children, cockroaches snip facial and scalp hair to eat 
while transmitting disease. These horrifying images set the stage 
for a war declared in prehistory with victory too far in the future 
to predict the outcome.  New threatening vector discoveries, 
new invasive species, and sudden pest population explosions 
forces war upon us all; every human being is involved.    
 After reading these depressing facts, you can understand the 
constant battle between them and us.  Can you envision fighting 
these battles with only a flyswatter, one pest at a time? Useless, 
right?  The aid of tools, technology, and the intelligence to use 
them balances the mismatched battle —trillions of pests vs. hu-
mankind. Without modern technology, such as the use of mod-
ern chemical pesticides, these competitors could easily reduce 
our own populations. 
 Although very little data exist extolling the benefits that 
ancient and modern pesticides have played in the survival of our 
species, increased food production and disease reduction 
throughout history is evidence.  While researching numerous 
literatures, I found that most papers eventually degenerate to 
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pointing out the risks of pesticides and even refer to studies ex-
amining residual traces found in nature or humans without 
mentioning definitive risk versus benefit ratios. The truth re-
mains that pesticide use since the 1940s has allowed the protec-
tion of crops which were once transported to insect-plagued 
regions, thus saving millions of victims in Russia, China, and 
other affected countries from famine. Vector-borne diseases, 
such as malaria, West Nile, and others continue to kill millions 
every year, but make an educated guess as to how many more 
would die without the frontline use of modern pesticides. Usual-
ly limited to scientific publications, statistical data on disease 
reductions or crop pulls before and after pesticide applications 
are rarely seen by the public. 
 There is not enough statistical data showing disease reduc-
tions in civilian populations from private use of common house-
hold aerosol insecticides. These over-the-counter pesticides, 
usually applied against public nuisance pests, such as ants, flies, 
and cockroaches, have saved lives by stopping the spread of in-
fections. Fleas, ticks, lice and many other social pests have great 
capacity to spread among us unless we utilize easily available 
pesticides.  Envision the world if radical environmentalists suc-
ceed in banning all pesticides.  Envision our modern crowded 
societies—ones we take for granted as being safe from pesti-
lence—without available pesticides.  How long do you think 
insects would take in overrunning us and affecting our society? 
 So what exactly are pesticides? Which do you buy, how do 
you use them, why do they kill, and do they harm the environ-
ment or me? Can your family find protection without pesticides?  
Good questions, right?  First, let us dispel the myth that “natu-
ral” pesticides are safer; if any substance can kill an insect, it can 
also potentially kill humans.  All toxic substances (“natural” or 
otherwise) demand respect and complete knowledge of what it 
is, how much applied is effective, and what the consequences are 
to its use. 
 Do you know anyone can purchase nerve agent at super-
markets without knowing: (1) what exactly it is, (2) the safest 
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way to use it, (3) how to kill the bug with it?  Yes, I am referring 
to the common aerosol can of bug spray.  This ubiquitous prod-
uct kills the same as military nerve gas by damaging glands that 
control nerve transmitters.  Given these easily available products 
could   potentially harm you, do you not wish to know every-
thing about pesticides, including how to use them? 
 This reference book not only teaches you which pesticides 
to buy, how to use them, and use them safely, but also when 
pesticides are unnecessary. Combat pests without any toxic 
chemicals, but with such tactics as simple scalding water.  Learn 
how to inspect property for pests/termites before you buy.  
Look up your invading pests and neutralize them with “tactical” 
professional trade secrets collected over centuries.  Learn the 
science behind the secrets and keep our environment clean.  
Ultimately, you save thousands of dollars, prevent accidental 
poisoning, and enjoy living in a healthier, pest-free environment.   
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Chapter I 

 

PESTICIDE 
UNSUNG TECHNOLOGICAL HERO 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) defines any 
product, substance, or mixture of substances intended for pre-
venting, destroying, repelling, or mitigating any pest as a pesti-
cide requiring registration.  Pesticides divided into classifications 
(insecticides, fungicides, etc.) fall under “General Use,” meaning 
an unlicensed person may purchase and apply the product, or 
“Restricted Use,” whereas only licensed persons may apply the 
product.  This book emphasizes general-use insecticides, ro-
denticides, and fungicides, but future editions will expand to 
herbicides and other pesticides. 
  
Non‐residual application 

The first step before any application is to determine if you 
should use a residual or non-residual product.  Pyrethrin, 
Resmethrin, and a few other insecticides classified as non-
residual means the substance requires you spray it directly on 
the insect because the molecules dissolves rapidly rendering it 
useless.  Pests that you see and you have a direct shot at, once a 
non-residual pesticide is applied, likely die from toxic effects of 
the molecules.  Deltamethrin, Permethrin, and many, many 
other molecules classified as residual substances, remain sta-
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ble— last much longer— sit on surfaces waiting for an insect to 
pick up a single molecule, thereby eventually killing its victim.   
 Why is the choice between residual and non-residual im-
portant?  If you use a residual product, drift (overspray) from 
your attack might land on surfaces someone touches. For exam-
ple, let us say you wish to kill flying mosquitoes, therefore you 
need to intercept them by misting into the air.  Only one mole-
cule of insecticide kills a mosquito, but you are misting millions, 
so what happens to all those spare molecules?  In this instance, a 
non-residual insecticide is the ideal choice, e.g. pyrethrin.  Shop 
for the product you have selected from The Facts about Pesti-
cides chapter by the active ingredient found on the product la-
bel.  If the store does not carry the pesticide you need, look else-
where until you find the correct product.  Do not buy unknown 
pesticides until you have researched and learned their use.  In 
fact, do not apply any unknown pesticide until you learn what it 
is.  
 Only a few insecticides rate non-residual status.  Aerosols 
come filled with residual or non-residual insecticides.  Read the 
active ingredient on the label to determine if it is residual or not.  
With that can of non-residual insecticide, blast the bug direct-
ly—simple, but effective pest control without residual poison 
worries. 
 
Residual chemical barrier 

How do you battle crawling insects (silverfish, cockroaches, etc.) 
hiding in your belongings? Applying chemicals to each pest is 
impractical, so a residual insecticide barrier is the best bet. En-
circling the infested area with a coating increases the likelihood 
that molecules will eventually attach to the insects as they move 
about.  Wet the surface with residual insecticidal spray and al-
low it to dry.  Stable active ingredient molecules do not erode for 
some time, usually a month or more.  This residual molecular 
minefield of insecticide is the core technology to modern pest 
control.  Because of this, allow me to teach you how the bug dies 
from an application. 
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Insecticide description 

A “white, crystalline, odorless, insoluble substance” describes 
most modern insecticides.  Two key words—odorless and insol-
uble—require further explanation.  Because the insecticide mol-
ecule is insoluble, they are mixed with solvents and emulsifiers, 
e.g. benzene, xylene, etc.  These solvents carry the pesticide mol-
ecule with them when you apply that liquid to a surface or air.  
Once released, the solvents begin evaporating, creating an odor 
(remember insecticides alone are odorless), finally leaving a 
white, crystalline substance on the surface.  The dried crystalline 
is insoluble again, so there is little risk of the insecticide coming 
off when touched unless a solvent is used to remove it.  These 
leftover pesticide molecules attach to an insect’s outer skeleton, 
are absorbed, and commence to damage nerve glands, ultimately 
killing the bug.  This technology creates a residual chemical bar-
rier, killing any insect crossing it. 
 Please note, even though the “smell” you are breathing is not 
insecticide, solvents often are toxic, so leave the room until the 
sprayed surface dries.  This is why restricted re-entry times 
posted on the labels of pesticides used in agriculture permit 
farmers to return to a treated crop only after solvents evaporate 
and pesticides set.  Again, once the insecticide dries, there is 
little risk from either solvent effects or active ingredient insecti-
cidal poisoning.  American soldiers, prior to deploying to Af-
ghanistan, treat uniforms with residual permethrin insecticide at 
forty percent strength, and these uniforms withstand over forty 
washings.  Hunters and explorers who travel to jungles and oth-
er remote areas may wish to adopt this treatment to their 
clothes also; soaking clothes in permethrin and allowing them to 
thoroughly dry provides excellent protection against ticks, chig-
gers and other skin-piercing insects. 
 
Insecticide mode of action 

Let us say you have sprayed a residual insecticide barrier 
around your window, it dries nicely, and a bug walks across it.  
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Why does the bug die?  Well, it is simple.  From that window’s 
insecticidal coating of residual, insoluble, white, crystalline 
substance, a single (or multiple) embedded molecule sticks to 
the bug’s outer skeleton.  Once absorbed, it damages a nerve 
gland, inhibiting cholinesterase release to the nerve cell and 
causing a constant “sparking” signal, eventually killing the 
nerve.  The damage to the gland is permanent unless the insec-
ticide is carbamate-based (see below).  Insecticides and military 
nerve agents, both classified as “cholinesterase inhibitors,” op-
erate the same way.   
 Carbamate-based insecticides affect the victim in the same 
way, but should the bug survive the initial poisoning, the dam-
aged nerve gland will likely repair itself.  Because of this, many 
veterinarians recommend using this class of insecticides due to 
less risk to pets.  Farmers also used carbamate often, but unfor-
tunately, insects that survive initial applications develop re-
sistance very quickly, rendering the product ineffective.  Carba-
mate toxicity is much higher than pyrethrum-based insecticides; 
therefore, it kills quickly, in higher numbers, and when applied 
ideally, it performs well.  
 Insecticide products cannot kill instantly—it takes time for 
the molecule to kill the nerve.  Due to our flawed belief that 
“more is better,” we often spray an entire can on a single bug 
solely because it is particularly ugly.  Apply minimal amounts 
rather than heavy coatings; it takes more time for the bug to die, 
but the point is—the bug still dies.  Squirt the bug once and save 
the rest for its friends.  Termiticides are the exception to this 
advice—follow the instructional label dosage—because termiti-
cides normally stay in the soil for a long time to protect a struc-
ture’s wood components from termites. Wasp sprays that 
smother insects with huge amounts of oily liquid are doing just 
that—they smother the insect’s air holes, knocking out the 
wasps quickly.  This tactic in theory prevents them from counter 
attacking and allows time for the molecules to do the real dam-
age. 
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How dangerous are pesticides? 

Can insecticides kill humans the same way as bugs?  Yes, of 
course.  But compare the size of the bug with your massive body.  
The quantity of molecules required to affect you is much great-
er.  I cannot speak for our military nerve agent stockpile, but the 
only substance I am aware of that kills humans by a single mole-
cule is ricin, a product from the castor bean plant.  Most bug 
sprays require gallons to affect a grown human. 
 Material Safety Data Sheets (MSDS) report the toxicity of 
substances.  The MSDS of the common insecticidal synthetic 
pyrethrum states LD50 oral toxicity over 4000 milligrams per 
each kilogram of body weight.  How toxic a substance might be 
to humans is determined when laboratory rats are fed with in-
secticide until 50 percent of the rats die (hence LD50).   
 Ready-to-use diluted insecticides range from .25 percent  to 
one percent, so over 400 gallons of ready spray ingested might 
kill half of grown humans.  Liquid concentrate pesticides diluted 
with water before use boast higher percentage active ingredient 
making them more dangerous at the time of mixing with water.  
Therefore, please observe caution when using these substances. 
 The lower the LD50 number the more toxic the substance 
is.  This means less milligrams of substance per kilogram of body 
weight to kill, e.g. 50 milligrams to kill (very toxic) vs. 2000 mil-
ligrams to kill (less toxic). 
 
The most common insecticide today: synthetic pyrethrums 

Africans rubbed flower (a specific chrysanthemum species) on 
their skin to ward off insects.  The British took note of the flow-
er’s mode of action and eventually extracted an active ingredient 
called pyrethrum and marketed it as a non-residual insecticide.  
Unfortunately, it proved too non-residual, becoming ineffective 
in seconds and rendering it almost useless.  Chemists eventually 
synthesized a like molecule (pyrethrin) and created variations of 
this basic molecule into an entire product line, e.g. Permethrin, 
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Cypermethrin, etc.  All modern synthetic pyrethrums derived 
from this wonderful discovery. 
 Each product molecule patent belongs to an individual or 
company who licenses the patent out to various manufacturers.  
When mixed with a synergist (chemical enhancers), these new 
molecules created excellent, residual insecticidal products—
more stable, low toxicity to mammals, and does not last decades 
like DDT.  These insecticide discoveries became the corner-
stone of modern insecticide technology widely used today. 
 
How long do pesticides last? 

Pest control technicians often tell you that, once applied, these 
products last only three months.  That is not precisely correct.  
Entomologists and manufacturers classify an insecticide effective 
after a 95% or higher insect kill count within a month.  If the kill 
count is below 70%, they consider the insecticide ineffective.  
Many modern insecticides degrade to that ineffective level with-
in days, weeks, or even months, but insecticide residual remain 
years later depending on environmental conditions, i.e. weather, 
moisture, etc.  Some residual pesticides erode very quickly, 
sometimes within hours under sunlight, but most last longer 
indoors.  Judge the residual quality of your product according to 
effectiveness, not by myth.  If your property suffers from heavy 
infestation, a single application of insecticide might not prove 
effective, and a second treatment might be necessary. Read the 
product label for the best advice. 
 
Erase a pesticide mistake 

Let us say you have applied residual insecticide to a surface, but 
wish to remove it.  Removing residuals with soap and warm 
water usually works well with most insecticides, except with 
organochlorines banned in the United States, e.g. DDT, Chlor-
dane, Dieldrin, Aldrin, Heptachlor, Lindane, etc.  This group of 
insecticide does not emulsify (dissolve) with soap, water, or even 
with solvent.  If you discover your home has had these products 
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applied, the only option is to completely remove the applied 
surface or cover it with a barrier like a concrete encasement. 
 Most chemists cannot tell you when these organochlorine 
chemicals will disappear—no one really knows. By the way, your 
doctor can still prescribe the organochlorine Lindane for head 
and body lice treatment.  Our military issues Lindane in powder 
form against body lice.  Being no more toxic than modern insec-
ticides, there is probably nothing wrong with these products, 
except the fact they stay around a very long time, accumulating 
in our fatty tissues.  
 
A brief history of American pesticide phobia 

Public controversy over pesticides expanded beyond anyone’s 
wildest dream, largely due to the publication of Silent Spring by 
Rachel Carson in 1962.  Even though Carson based the book on 
fictional events, it sparked the creation of a new governmental 
agency (United States Environmental Protection Agency) and 
the formation of laws to “combat environmental disasters,” as 
expressed in Congressional mandates of the 1970s.     
 Pesticides became the focus of public and governmental 
scrutiny.  DDT found to exist inside birds—even though no 
definitive health risk links were found—were also discovered to 
accumulate in fatty tissues of every man, woman, and child on 
planet Earth, including Eskimo and Inuit peoples.  From the 
now infamous DDT applications in the 1970s, residuals still 
exist.  With a half-life of over twenty years, chemists cannot say 
when it will finally disappear—a very persistent molecule in-
deed.  The final downfall of this class of insecticide occurred 
when scientists realized that insects develop resistance long be-
fore the chemical degrades in our environment. 
 
New pesticide development 

The upside of this public chemical phobia (even though the 
phobia is largely based on myth rather than hard science) comes 
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from the numerous jobs created to develop new, less toxic prod-
ucts and the additional caution instilled in everyone.   
 However, the newly created pesticide fear transcended into 
paranoia with some misinformed “advocates” publicly demand-
ing all pesticide use be banned immediately. Our fast-developing 
technology may prove such extreme measures unnecessary.  
Natural derivatives from fermented soil bacteria called Spinosad 
and other new generation products give rise to more target spe-
cific pesticides with little or no collateral damage.  Spinosad’s 
mode of action, similar to nicotine poisoning, may become the 
standard agricultural pesticide against insect attack for many 
years to come.  Insect resistance to this new class of insecticide is 
so far non-existent.  It is very promising and possibly modifiable 
for consumer use some day. 
 Chitinases inhibitors, which prevent insects from molting, 
thereby killing them eventually, also show promise. The ad-
vantage of these inhibitors is the unlikelihood of resistance.  
They are also very specific to the species you are targeting, thus 
leaving other useful insects alone.  The most commonly used 
today are termite-specific inhibitors, which are even sold to 
homeowners. 
 Currently, new research into target specific pesticides prom-
ises a brighter future for use in our battle for survival.  The scope 
and cleverness of new research, from attractants like phero-
mones to chitinases inhibitors (which could cure infections also) 
boggles the mind.  It may prove likely that we humans need not 
sacrifice ourselves in order to save the environment. 
 
 
Additional Information 

The following internet link explains new research with Chitinases inhibitors: 
http://www.pnas.org/content/99/14/9127.full 

The following internet link explains pheromone research: 
http://www.pherobase.com/ 
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Chapter II 

 

DEFINING INTEGRATED PEST 
MANAGEMENT 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Originally, the concept of Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
was to involve all parties, customer and contractor, to modify 
site conditions or make cultural changes along with pesticide 
applications, e.g. clean up food waste, seal pest entries into struc-
tures, etc.  Cooperation and assistance from customers in inte-
grating environmental modifications with traditional control 
treatments helped in the battle to reduce pest conditions, ulti-
mately solving pest problems.   
 IPM terminologies changed from a cooperation model to 
using chemical pesticides only as the last resort or not at all.  
The federal government has adopted this new definition by 
mandating 50 percent pesticide reduction on public property, 
regardless of pest conditions, with further reductions planned in 
the future. 
 Not only has the federal government reinterpreted IPM, but 
also state governments, the military, corporate communities, 
and large portions of the public.  This reinterpreted IPM trend 
is unstoppable.  However, the trend often pressures homeown-
ers into tolerating infestations (a few bugs cannot hurt you 
myth) or denying the use of proper tools (bug sprays are bad for 
the environment myth), allowing pests to escape, multiply, and 
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re-infest.  The resurgence of bedbugs and cockroaches offer 
good evidence of this dangerous trend.   
 IPM has also created a number of fraudulent books, advi-
sors, and news articles claiming they teach how to control pests 
with “all natural” techniques without pesticide use.  Much of the 
advice is more idealistic than realistic, and in many cases down-
right ineffective, as homeowners have discovered.  Often the 
“advice” stems from myths, beliefs not scientifically examined, or 
assumptions never field-tested.  Even when non-professionals 
are almost correct, relevant factors, such as monetary cost, ur-
gency, and risks versus benefits, are left out of the decision-
making process.  If you hear of such pest control advice, please 
research the information from scientific sources before believing 
in pseudo-science. 
 Conscious of public dislike for pesticides, many professional 
pest control companies are reluctant to apply insecticides inside 
customers’ homes and resort to spraying residual insecticides 
only to exteriors with the false belief that pests might die before 
entering structures.  In actuality, pests enter via groceries, boxes, 
on clothes, in your hair, via visitors, and unlimited other ave-
nues.  In addition, bugs seem to appear whenever they feel like 
it, which is usually never when the pest control technician is 
around.  At least you have this book to learn effective and safe 
methods of controlling pests with or without chemical pesti-
cides. 
 Most agricultural, academic, and government experts will 
agree that the war against pests without pesticide use may even-
tually become a reality, but certainly not today.  Our technology 
is good, but not that good just yet.   



 

11 

Chapter III 

 

WHAT PESTICIDE LICENSES 
MEAN TO YOU 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Private property owners or tenants are not required to hold a 
license by any state government before applying pesticides on 
their property.  Farmers, who apply pesticides on crops intended 
for sale, must obtain an agricultural Private Pesticide Applica-
tors License, but none if applying on personal property. 
 
Commercial pesticide applicator hired for a fee   

A person you hire to apply pesticides on your private or com-
mercial property, especially a commercial establishment, must 
possess a state-issued Commercial Pesticide Applicators Li-
cense.  Even if you own the commercial property, you must em-
ploy a licensed commercial pesticide applicator; you are likely 
violating state law if you apply yourself.  If you have doubts 
about your contractor’s license, ask him to show it to you.  
Commercial Pesticide Applicators (CPAs) must carry the li-
cense on his person.  The license also states what expertise (cat-
egory) he or she is licensed.  Should you believe the contractor 
has wronged you, complain to your state authority, such as the 
Department of Agriculture or Department of Consumers Af-
fairs.  Penalties range from fines, imprisonment, or both, for 
violating license conditions. 
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Commercial applicator license certification 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) regulates 
commercial applicator licensing but delegates the administration 
to state authorities.  In most states, the Department of Agricul-
ture tests applicants, issues licenses, and enforces the laws. In 
some states like California, the state Prosecutor’s Office admin-
isters pesticide licenses—their field investigators carry weapons 
and badges. 
 States issue different categories of license, e.g. general pest 
control, lawn and ornamental, and any other specialized catego-
ry of work.  An operator treating your home needs the licenses 
in that particular category of work.  Your contractor might hold 
a general pest control category, but cannot spray your trees or 
grass unless licensed in the lawn and ornamental category.  The 
state issues licenses, but does not guarantee the skill level of the 
operator, nor does it control the fees the contractor charges.   
 

Wood‐destroying organism clearance report  
for escrow purposes 

Typical pest control companies not only offer pest/lawn control 
services but also escrow pest inspection, a.k.a. pest clearance 
report.  When buying real estate, most financial lenders require 
a pest inspection because they want to know the structure can 
exist for the term of the loan.  Lenders want the property in-
spected, any problems resolved, and a pest clearance letter issued 
before loaning on the property. 
 This escrow pest inspection (a.k.a. Wood Destroying Pest 
Inspection, WDO Report, WDI Report, or simply Pest Inspec-
tion Report) is a written report identifying organisms and defi-
ciencies that could damage the wood members of the building 
during the term of the loan.  California State considers fungus 
infections as a pest and many other states have adopted the same 
practice.  Pest controllers in California earn additional income 
since their license allows for repair work due to fungus or wood 
destroying insect damage. Buyers and sellers often use these 
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reports to negotiate the price of the property.  The homeowner 
pay to inspect and report on property, but the contractor’s li-
cense is at risk by the state.  State inspectors re-inspect property 
from a consumer complaint, and if facts do not match the con-
tractor’s report, the contractor’s license is at risk with possible 
fines and even imprisonment. 
 If you are the buyer, I suggest you look at the report from an 
engineer’s perspective—how much would repairs cost you, and are 
you willing to pay for them in addition to the price of the house?  
If you are the seller, the pest controller, or the real estate agent, my 
suggestion is to be honest about reporting deficiencies.  Even with 
a pest report clearance, buyers often discover termite damage, dry 
rot, or active infestations after escrow closes.  Lawsuits follow.  
Having worked as an expert witness for attorneys in the past, I can 
attest that the majority of my cases involved such clearances.  The 
sellers rarely win, with collateral damage to the real estate agent, 
the escrow company, and everyone’s bank account. 
 
Free pest inspection offers 

Even though Yellow Page and truck ads offer “free pest inspec-
tion,” the inspection has nothing to do with escrow.  Usually the 
company wishes for you to be his new customer, so a “look over” 
of your house is free with the hope you will purchase one of his 
services. 
 

Tent fumigation by licensed commercial pesticide applicator 

Fumigation process means sealing structures and articles with 
plastic, releasing gaseous toxic fumes that penetrate even plastic 
bottles, killing every living organism inside, and then venting 
remaining fumigants into the atmosphere.  Spraying or cold 
misting with an aerosol into the air is not fumigation.  Only 
licensed contractors may perform fumigation. 
 This treatment is the most dangerous and rarely needed.  
Have a very good reason to fumigate your structure because the 
process is very invasive, e.g. removing plants, personal items that 




